
observational

inferential

relational

What would sedimentary rocks look 
like if cementation did not occur?

If cementation did not occur, then 
sedimentary rocks would…

How is cementation different from 
compaction?

Cementation is different from 
compaction because…

What occurs during the process of 
cementation?

During the process of cementation, …

Asks students to make an 
inference or generate a 
response to a related 
hypothetical situation

Asks students to make a 
connection to another 

vocabulary term

This question is an excellent 
instruction to the concept. 
Can be answered by simply 

carefully observing the 
structured visual.

Every VNG visual comes with three tiered, open-
ended questions that can be used to assess 
student mastery of the vocabulary concept.

Every question can be answered with a 
structured conversation strategy such as QSSSA



What occurs during the 
process of cementation?

How is cementation different 
from compaction? What would sedimentary 

rocks look like if cementation 
did not occur?

start end

What occurs during the 
process of compaction?

How is sedimentary rock 
formed?

Possible written 
closure response

students talk in small 
groups → teacher calls 
on students whole group 
→ teacher addresses 
misconceptions

Example VNG lesson progression

Observational question for 
second vocab term in the 
relational question as a 

preview if needed
Look for more tips and tricks in the 

Resources tab on TheVisualNonGlossary.com


